
 

Micah 5:1-5 (NLT)  

Mobilize! Marshal your troops! The enemy is laying siege to 
Jerusalem. They will strike Israel’s leader in the face with a 
rod. But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village 
among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come 
from you, one whose origins are from the distant past. The 
people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the 
woman in labor gives birth. Then at last his fellow 
countrymen will return from exile to their own land. And he 
will stand to lead his flock with the Lord’s strength, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. Then his people will 
live there undisturbed, for he will be highly honored around 
the world. And he will be the source of peace.  
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Advent Series: Matthew’s Telling of Jesus’ Story 
Sermon:  Grand Moment for a Small Town 
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•Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV)  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

"Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of 

Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 'And you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" Then Herod secretly 

called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage."  



When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until 

I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 

him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by 

night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death 

of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."  
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One aspect of the world that I have been able to 
identify as harmful to Christians is the assumption 
that anything worthwhile can be acquired at once. 
We assume that if something can be done at all, it 
can be done quickly and efficiently. Our attention 
spans have been conditioned by 30-second 
commercials. Our sense of reality has been 
flattened by 30-page abridgments. ... There is a 
great market for religious experience in the world; 
there is little enthusiasm for the patient 
acquisition of virtue, little inclination to sign up for 
a long apprenticeship in what earlier generations 
of Christians called holiness. 



 Simeon, we're told, had been "looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel" 
(Luke 2:25).  
Anna, 84 years old, "never left the temple 
but worshiped there with fasting and 
prayer night and day" (Luke 2:37).  



 

"I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith" 
(2 Timothy 4:7) 



 



 


